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20 years 
improving 
social policy 
and practice 
in Europe

 The European Social Network 
brings together more than  
 125 organisations from over  
33 European countries working 
to make social services better.

http://esn-eu.org


“Being part of ESN provides
me and my organisation

with a framework for
discussion and knowledge

exchange with similar
organisations in Europe. 
A key element for us is

improving and reinforcing
social services.”

Carlos Santos Guerrero,
Regional Government of Galicia, Spain



20 years improving 
social policy and practice 
in Europe

What do we do?

 We provide a platform for cooperation, 
exchange and learning to support better 
planning, delivery and evaluation of 
social services in Europe

 We work to improve children’s and 
young people services, family services, 
services for people with disabilities, 
inclusive activation, and older  
people services 

 We work along the life-cycle across 
five strategic areas defined in close 
cooperation with our members:

– Integrated support 
– Co-production
– Long-term care 
– Technological innovation
–  Sustainable and inclusive 

communities

 Benefits

Participation in ESN events,  
activities and working groups

Access to our members area

Weekly EU policy monitoring

 Discounted participation at the 
European Social Services Conference
Meet professionals from across Europe
Contribute to EU level policy making

We organise

Policy and practice working groups

Workshops

Seminars

Webinars

The European Social  
Services Conference



Who are our members?

ESN has over 20 years’ experience 
in bringing together social services 
managers, organisations and service 
users that are best positioned to 
understand the needs of local social 
services users, planners, providers, 
funders, regulators and evaluators. 

We put strong emphasis on 
emphasising the diversity of social 
services. ESN membership includes 
organisations ranging from local and 
regional authorities, and associations 
of social service directors, through 
to national ministries, inspection 
agencies, and universities, research 
centres and foundations.

Join our Network

The European Social Network has been active in social services practice 
and policy development over the last 20 years. Our aim is to continue 
providing relevant, timely and progressive activities, publications and 
information that have a positive impact on people’s lives.

Our activities bring together 

Training and development practitioners 

 Local, regional, national 
and EU policy-makers

 Representatives of international 
organisations 

Social services planners, funders, 
providers and evaluators

 Social entrepreneurs and innovators



Membership and Partnership

The European Social Network has five membership categories 
to accommodate the different groups that play important 
roles in social service development. Ours, and our member’s 
understanding of the diversity of social services and it’s 
advances is reflected in the types of membership that we offer. 

 
 
 
 
Core Council/Board Associate Global Private

Social services 
departments at 
national ministries, 
regional and local 
authorities, and 
associations of 
social services 
directors

Social services 
departments at 
national ministries, 
regional and local 
authorities, and 
associations of 
social services 
directors

NGO service 
providers, 
professional 
associations from 
Europe and beyond, 
research institutes, 
foundations, 
inspection agencies, 
educational 
institutions

Social services 
departments at 
national ministries, 
regional and local 
authorities, and 
associations of 
social services 
directors outside 
Europe

For profit social 
service providers, 
providers of 
solutions to 
social services 
administrations 

“ESN is a network of European stakeholders 
which is useful because they bring 
accurate insights to the table that help 
my organisation to tackle the diverse 
issues facing public social services today.”
Päivi Lindberg, National Institute for Health and Welfare, Finland.



The European Social  
Network is supported by  
the European Commission

Make social 
services better 
Join us 
You can get in touch with us on 
membership@esn-eu.org 
or visit: esn-eu.org/what-we-offer

We look forward 
to welcoming you

http://esn-eu.org/what-we-offer/

